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Safe Debris
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Fire Safety Alert

Please take ALL precautions — do not take any 
short cuts.

Just placing debris in a barrel is not enough as 
one homeowner found out. The debris in the 
barrel pictured above did not have a wire screen 
on top; the grass was not cleared from around 
the barrel; it was too close to the woods, AND it 
was left unattended on a windy day.

Burning

Only You Can Prevent 
Wildfires!

Western Region Office, Salem:
Phone: (540) 387-5461 ; FAX: (540) 387-5445
Alleghany, Bath, Bedford, Bland, Botetourt, Buchanan, Carroll, 
Craig, Dickenson, Floyd, Franklin, Giles, Grayson, Henry, Highland, 
Lee, Montgomery, Patrick, Pulaski, Roanoke, Rockbridge, Russell, 
Scott, Smyth, Tazewell, Washington, Wise and Wythe counties

Central Region Office, Charlottesville:
Phone: (434) 977-5193 ; FAX: (434) 296-3290
Albemarle, Amelia, Amherst, Appomattox, Arlington, Augusta, 
Buckingham, Campbell, Charlotte, Clarke, Culpeper, Cumberland, 
Fairfax, Fauquier, Fluvanna, Frederick, Greene, Halifax, Loudoun, 
Louisa, Lunenburg, Madison, Mecklenburg, Nelson, Nottoway, 
Orange, Page, Pittsylvania, Prince Edward, Prince William, 
Rappahannock, Rockingham, Shenandoah, Spotsylvania, Stafford  
and Warren counties

Eastern Region Office, Tappahannock:
Phone: (804) 443-2211 ; FAX: (804) 443-3164
Accomack, Brunswick, Caroline, Charles City, Chesterfield, 
Dinwiddie, Essex, Gloucester, Goochland, Greensville, Hanover, 
Henrico, Isle of Wight, James City, King & Queen, King George, 
King William, Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex, New Kent, 
Northampton, Northumberland, Powhatan, Prince George, 
Richmond, Southampton, Surry, Sussex, Westmoreland and York 
counties

Contact Information



What Do You Have 
To Lose?

In Virginia, 95 percent of all wildfires are human 
caused; escaped debris burning is the No. 1 cause 
of those wildfires!

Wildfires result in millions of dollars of damage 
or lost resources, property and lives. Most people 
never intend to start a wildfire, but even the best of 
intentions can produce disastrous results when safety 
precautions aren’t taken.

Safe disposal of household trash, leaves, brush piles, 
and construction debris can eliminate a major wildfire 
threat.

This pamphlet provides some of the basic guidelines 
for outdoor burning.

Do You Have to Burn?
Consider Alternatives to Burning
Some types of debris, such as leaves, grass and stubble 
may be of more value if they are not burned.

Composting can yield valuable organic matter that 
can be used to enrich the soil, while helping extend 
the useful life of our landfills. Household trash, such 
as metal and glass that can’t be composted, can be 
hauled away to a recycling center or to the landfill.

Build a Shelter for Wildlife
If you enjoy seeing wildlife around your property, 
you will find that a brush pile is a fundamental 
attractant.

By layering branches and twigs in various orientations 
on top of small logs, you will provide shelter, nesting 
areas and “homes” for many species of wildlife.

Build brush piles in your woods where they blend 
naturally into a wooded landscape. Brush piles should 
be located at least 30 feet from any structure.

If You Must Burn...  
Burn Responsibly!

Obey all local and state laws or restrictions. The more 
common laws affecting debris burning are:

1.	 You cannot burn before 4 p.m. from February 15th 
through April 30th if within 300 feet of the woods or 
dry grass that can carry the fire to the woods.

2.	 You must take proper care and precautions to 
prevent the fire from escaping.

3.	 You shall not leave the fire unattended and must 
totally extinguish the fire before leaving. 

Safety Tips
1.	 Avoid burning on dry, windy days.

2.	 Burn small piles, gradually adding to the fire 
as it burns down. Large piles of burning debris 
generate intense heat capable of carrying burning 
embers up and across control lines.

3.	 Clear al l dry 
g r a s s  a n d 
weeds  f rom 
around your 
pi le or burn 
barrel.

4.	 Burn in a covered 
receptacle.

5.	 Have water, a 
rake and shovel 
handy.

CALL 911 if your fire should escape. Do NOT 
attempt to suppress the fire if it cannot be done 
EASILY with the tools and water you have. Any 
delay in calling 911 may be disastrous.

For More Information
To learn more about protecting your home, property 
and family, contact your local fire department or the 
Virginia Department of Forestry. 

Consult the following Web sites for additional 
information:

				    www.dof.virginia.gov
		  www.firewisevirginia.org
www.firewise.org


